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offered to restore to the Germans all the portion of
Livonia she had taken for herself in return for the
costs of war, but even this proposal was allowed to
drop. When, by 1579, the Swedes perceived that the
empire made no effort to regain its lost possession,
they quietly assumed that none would ever be made,
and their assumption did not prove erroneous.

Curiously enough, at the diet held at Frankfort, in
the autumn of 1570, presided over by the Emperor
Maximilian who was ever well inclined to the Hansa,
.and repeatedly urged them to unity, there was also
present the infamous Duke of Alva, the Catholic
butcher, who murdered human beings to the glory
and honour of God. It was he who urged that by
all possible means the exportation of armour and
fire-arms should be hindered, lest the Muscovite, in
possession of a European army, should one day
bring sorrow not only to the Netherlands, but to all
Christendom.

The German merchant world was to blame, in the
first instance, for the loss of the prosperous colony ;
and that this was perfectly understood by out-
siders is proved by the rough utterance of a Tartar
Khan who had been imprisoned together with a
Livonian. Spitting into the face of the latter, the
barbarian said, " It serves you German dogs quite
right that you have lost your province; you first put
into the hands of the Muscovite the rod with which
he whipped us, now he has turned it against your-
selves and whipped you with it."

But the League's troubles were not at an end v
the loss of Livonia and their Russian trade.    T